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Midtown KC Now’s management of the Main Street Community
Improvement District (CID) is in its 14th year and the Broadway
Area CID in its 4th year. In 2021, staff continued to address
COVID-19 concerns, by disinfecting common areas in addition to
staff’s daily cleanliness duties. As businesses fully reopened, we
began to see more normal activity of all kinds return to our
districts. However, traffic disruption on Main Street due to utility
and streetcar construction caused us to work to manage
closures, additional litter, and managing streetscape damages.
We’ve also worked with KCATA to manage the reassignment of
bus routes from Main to Broadway during construction. While
2022 will continue to cause construction disruptions, we plan to
work closely with all partners and keep the community informed.
In addition, our Area Awareness Officers continue to strive to
keep Midtown safe, especially in challenging times. In 2021, we
welcomed Booker Hobbs to the team as our new AAO
Supervisor. His presence and experience has already paid
dividends for staff and our CIDs.

 

40 and just getting started...
We made it. We celebrated the origins and history of our organization with a great group of friends and supporters
on a beautiful KC evening. Midtown KC Now is ready for the next 40 years of leadership and support for our
property owners, businesses, and residents. Together, we will navigate the future of the heart of Kansas City
including bigger and better Coffee Klatches, Networking Lunches, Midtown Neighborhood and Small Business
Forums and other events.

We’ve had another year of COVID but continue to advance our strategic planning and real-time activities. The
Board has spent several meetings discussing what the next 40 years should look like and how we can best
organize our efforts and focus our resources. Midtown KC Now will continue to study and address a variety of
topics and issues including homelessness; a sidewalk tile project and other improvements for Westport Road;
strategies for parking in midtown; a review of the Main Corridor Overlay District and City development incentives;
and monitoring new development in midtown.

Our desire is to reinforce and strengthen our role in the neighborhood and City by providing information for our
neighbors and businesses and patrons to help them understand how Midtown KC can respond to challenges and
opportunities. You will read more about our efforts and the accomplishments achieved in 2021 in this report. 

Here’s to the next 40 years. 

Jim Edson
Past President, Midtown KC Now Board of Directors
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2021 was a tough year in many ways, but we’ve worked to plant seeds for the
future. Our creative placemaking efforts in particular, are looking to make small
improvements all over Midtown, and add a little beauty, interest and fun. This
year, we helped sponsor a new mural for KC Young Audiences, and have
consulted on several more. We began planning for a major improvement to
Major Murray Davis Park, as part of a grant we received from AARP’s
Community Challenge program. Those improvements will take place in 2022.
And finally, the Main Street CID is working to make improvements to 40th
Street, between Main and Walnut. This project will aid in traffic calming,
beautification and provide some new, green infrastructure for Midtown. The
future is bright, and getting brighter and more colorful all the time.

 

In 2021, we slowly returned to in-person events, which is big part of our
engagement with neighborhoods, businesses, and stakeholders. Our monthly
Coffee Klatch and Luncheon brought people together to discuss important
topics such as Vision Zero, local performing arts venues, business recycling,
midtown neighborhoods, streetcar, Mill Creek Park improvements, community
feedback session, etc. We also hosted drug take back events and a Small
Business Spotlight campaign in the weeks leading up to Small Business
Saturday. In October, we celebrated 40 years of serving Midtown with a big
shindig at Major Murray Davis Park, with our '40th on 40th' event. Throughout
the year, we attended meetings for six Midtown neighborhood associations and
have an AmeriCorps VISTA in place doing outreach for those experiencing
homelessness. And as always, our newsletter, The Midtown Weekly, comes out
every Monday!

 

2021 is the year it all got rail on Main Street in Midtown. We’ve been talking for
a while about the excitement associated with the streetcar extension, and now
it’s finally happening. For the next few years, we will see visible progress that
the streetcar is coming. Yes, it will be painful at times. Yes, it will cause some
short-term disruptions. But in the end, we know it’s for some incredible long-
term gain. In fact, the excitement is already spurring positive change in
Midtown. All throughout our corridors and neighborhoods, vacant lots are being
developed, new businesses are starting, and people are getting ready for what
is coming. 2022 will see the first rails in the street, and we couldn’t be more
excited.
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$250+
816 Run Club
AltCap
Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers
Diane Burnette
Kay & John Callison
Car Wash 103
Colliers International
Exact Partners
Haren Companies
Heart of Westport Neighborhood 
Jack Holland
Hutchings/Carrier
Jackson County
Kansas City Boys Choir
Kansas City Irish Center
Keller & Associates
Lauren Hruby Real Estate
Madrid Theatre
McGilley Midtown Chapel
Stephanie McCullough Realtor
Mill Creek Park Association
Old Hyde Park Historic District
Pryde’s
RE/MAX State Line Commercial Real Estate
Robert & Elaine Russell
Veronica Sellers
Kite Singleton
Daniel Suddarth
Transit Coffee
Union Hill Day School
Upcycle Piano Craft
Valentine Neighborhood Association
Westley on Broadway
Westport Presbyterian Church
Doris Yonker

RESIDENT ($120)
Ruben Alonso & Shannon Jaax
Laura Burkhalter
Laurie Chipman
Jim & Anne Edson
Beth Gottstein & Gary Thompson
Nicola Heskett
Dennis & Ginger Matney
Paul Mesler
Randi & Andrew Mixdorf
Tom Platt
Mike & Deb Robinson
Rob Williams
 
IN-KIND/FRIEND
Vern Barnet
Benton, Lloyd, & Chung, LLP
Rosemary Howlett
Kansas City Artists Coalition
Visage Apartments

CHAMPION ($25,000+)
American Century Investments

ADVOCATE ($5,000+)
Hallmark, Inc.
The Whole Person

INVESTOR 
$2,500+
Alon Management/McDonald’s on Main
Art Fort
Mac Properties
Jerry & Joan Riffel
Shook, Hardy, & Bacon

$1,000+
42 Main Investors
Boulevard Brewing Co.
Buttonwood Financial Group
Capitol Federal Savings Bank
CBRE
Confluence
Economic Development Corp or KC
Bob Frye – Union Hill
HDR, Inc.
KCATA
KC Streetcar Authority
KC Streetcar Constructors
Kissick Construction
Newmark Zimmer
Nutter Home Loans
Redeemer Fellowship
Saint Luke’s Health System
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
St. Paul’s Episcopal Day School
Starbucks
Taliaferro & Browne
David & Ann Thurston
Union Hill Animal Hospital

SUPPORTER
$500+
Ability KC
Bautista LeRoy LLC
Brain Development LLC
Burns & McDonnell
Community Christian Church
Crossroads Real Estate Group
Evolution Audio
Great American Bank
Kansas City Art Institute
Kansas City Realty
Kansas City Regional Association of Realtors
Kansas City Young Audiences
Mercier Street
Metropolitan Community College
Reeves-Wiedeman
SFS Architecture
Dana Strueby
Union Hill Homes Association
VanTrust
Vireo
Steve Waterman
Westport Land & Management

Midtown KC Now is a donor funded organization. 
Thank you to the following individuals and organizations that supported our work in 2021. 
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Hannah Haake - Planning Intern
Delaney Smail - AmeriCorps VISTA

Kevin Klinkenberg - Executive Director
Stan Henry - Operations Manager
Leigh Blumenthal - Community Engagement Manager


